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Term 2 Week 4 Thursday 21 May 2020

Coming Events

Principal - Cindie Deeker
Deputy Principal - Dave Corcoran

• 25 May - Year 3 & 4 returning to
school

Executive - Shelley Penyu
- Casey Langler

• 2 June - Year 5 & 6 returning to
school

Business Manager - Alice Lollback
Phone: (02) 6142 2513
Email: info@duffyps.act.edu.au

Important Information

Admin: Linda and Bec
Phone: (02) 6142 2510

• Oval gate will be closed due to
irrigation work.

Email: admin@duffyps.act.edu.au
Board Chair - Denis Mungoven

• Loaned school devices to be
returned on the students first day
back.

P&C President - Cath Collins
Vice President - Simon Howard

• Stay at home if you are unwell.
• Enrolments for 2021 are now
open.

Prime Minister
Andrew Griffiths

• Uniform Shop Online orders only.
www.Flexischools.com.au
pick-up from the Duffy front office

Dear Parents and Carers,

Principals Message

Thank you

Deputy Prime Minister
Kate Lussick

Speaker
Brianna Howard

Thank you to all of our families in your support for the transition to remote learning
and back to face to face teaching. Our pick up and drop off processes are working
really well and we appreciate everyone’s consideration and care to keep everyone
safe.
It has been great to hear laughter and excitement of student voices across our school. We look forward to our Year 36 students transitioning back over the next two weeks.
A special mention to Mitchell, Rupert and
Miss Thompson for representing our school
in the following stories around remote
learning and returning to school.
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https://www.education.act.gov.au/about-us/all-news-and-news-alerts/news-items/may-2020/act-public-school-students-head-backto-the-classroom-today
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2020-05-18/coronavirus-canberra-public-school-students-return-toclassroom/12256964?utm_medium=social&utm_content=sf234064990&utm_campaign=abc_canberra&utm_source=m.facebook.com&sf
234064990=1&fbclid=IwAR2icUdqanqJLH9JFYaI28qlByeoNLoZE3jgUYJSv_5pxz81H0cNsWuhelQ

Both students spoke about being excited to return to school to see their friends. They enjoyed doing online learning
but couldn’t wait to get back to the classroom.
Volunteers Week
This week is National Volunteer Week, thank you to all of our volunteers that to our community. We value the
volunteers who give their time. There are numerous ways that parents/ family members can volunteer within
schools - both informal, such as visiting your child’s class to help out with learning – to formal, including joining a
school Parents and Citizens Association, more commonly known as the P&C.
Every person’s contribution is valued and every effort makes a huge difference.

Oval Upgrade
Work began on our oval upgrade this week. We will be getting an irrigation system and grass between the goal
posts area. This will mean the oval gate is unable to be used and parts of the oval will be out of use depending on
the work being done at certain times.

Return to onsite learning at Duffy Primary School:
Start Dates:
18 May 2020: Preschool – Year 2 and Year 3-6 SSS registered students
25 May 2020: Year 3 & 4
2 June 2020: Year 5 & 6

School Drop off and Pick up Arrangements
Where possible, parents and carers will be encouraged to drop children off without entering the school grounds,
although younger children may require some assistance and this will be supported. We also have a plan to manage
drop off and pick up times at the school. This will involve year levels being dropped off and picked up from the
following locations:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Preschool: Preschool classroom via preschool external gate
Kindergarten: Kindergarten classroom door facing the carpark
Year 1: Double doors in Kindergarten/Year 1 corridor (facing the carpark)
Year 2: Hall
LSUA: Griffin Unit Sandpit Courtyard
Older siblings will meet their parents at the meeting point for the youngest child in the family
External gates (Duffy Shops side/Kindergarten side) will be open for Year 3-6 students to independently enter
and exit the school grounds
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• Year 3 & 4: Googong external door for parent pick up/drop off only
• Year 5 & 6 Safe and Supportive School Students: Hall
• Bike riders (of all year levels) please use the Duffy Shops side gate before going to your year level drop off point

Year 3 and 4 pick up/drop off point

Year 3 and 4 parent waiting area

A few reminders:




Irrigation work is commencing on the school oval next week so the oval gate will be closed until all works are
completed.
The internal corridors of the school are now for students and staff only.
The front office can be accessed via the front door for essential business however the foyer is only large
enough for 3 adults to be queuing at once.

Return of Devices
Many families were loaned school devices such as Chromebooks, iPads and portable internet modems during
remote learning. Please bring these back to school on your child’s first day back to face to face schooling and we
will register return of these devices on our loan system.

Have a great week,
Cindie, Dave, Shelley and Casey

Staffing News

Duffy Primary School would like to
introduce Sue Schulz our school
psychologist. Sue will be on site at
Duffy Primary every Tuesday.
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What’s been happening at Preschool
Welcome back! We have missed everyone so much and were
happy to see everyone’s smiling happy faces return this week.
Please remember to wash your hands when you arrive to
Preschool to ensure everyone is safe and healthy!

We have continued exploring
emotions this week. Focusing on
Anger we discussed some strategies
that we could use to let people
around us know how we are feeling.

Welcome back Kindergarten!
We are so excited to have everyone back in the classroom and ready
for learning!

This week we have been exploring different
ways we can sort and classify objects. We
discovered we could sort things by colour,
shape, size and type of object!
We have also had lots of fun exploring and
learning new things in investigations.

Don’t forget to pack your child’s
jumper and drink bottle.
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Welcome back Year One!
We missed you!
We’ve got right back into the swing of things here in
Year One. We might have different procedures but we
sure haven’t forgotten how to play! One of the things
that is so valuable in the younger years is
investigative play. Time where children have the
opportunity to explore and further investigate their
interests. As you can see we have been loving the
new investigations set up with lots of great social
interactions and learning opportunities occurring.

We have been washing our hands
even more than usual and each
activity or book gets put aside,
wiped or sprayed before use again
the next session or day. We are also
really excited about our new pencil
cases that help us keep our things
separate and tidy.

Please don’t forget to send your child’s handwriting book and Maths pencil case back to school.

Year 2 News

Welcome back everyone! It was amazing to see
all of the incredible work the children have
done at home, but we are so glad to be able to
see their smiling faces in person!

We have been doing investigations
everyday – and are loving exploring
our new tables!
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Welcome back Huon Pines
We have all enjoyed seeing you this week.
We have welcomed a new member into our class
who we are all very excited about getting to know.
We are learning to all work together again by
engaging in group tasks for a range of different
subjects including Literacy, Numeracy, History
and fitness.
In History we have engaged in discussions about
toys and transport from the past and how they
are different today and how it has made life
easier. We talked about the different places that
we could catch a plane, bus or car vs where we
could walk too.
We have also enjoyed following GoNoodle dances
and interacting with our friends.

Year 3 has been working hard at home! We are continuing to explore
the elements of art in our Visual Arts unit. Below are some of the
sculptures which students made while learning about the element
‘form’.

Year 3 Online
Learning
We have been learning different
subtraction strategies, including the
split method shown below.

Graphic organisers like the table below
help us practise identifying the
elements which make up the structure
of a narrative.

We had a go at setting personal
goals, and thinking about how
best to achieve them in our
Health unit on growth mindsets.

All the Year 3 teachers look forward to seeing the students in-person again next week! See you then!
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Year 4

PE routine

Students created a fitness routine based
on the letters in their name. Try it out at
home!

Autumn Art
This fortnight while students are wrapping up their time doing
distance learning, they created some amazing autumn art!

Natural Disasters
We have continued our
investigation
into natural disasters around the
world.
Students have begun researching
their chosen
disaster and creating paragraphs
for an information report.

Year 5 have been engaging in a variety of activities via
the

Google

Classroom.

Students

have

been

demonstrating their interests through the people they
have chosen to research for their writing work. The
teachers have found it really interesting to read about
so many amazing people. In maths, students have
shared photographs of the work they have done on
shapes

and

transformations;

they

have

also

demonstrated their learning through the use of Google
applications. Year 5 have been reading a variety of texts
that they have chosen and been assigned by the
teachers. Mrs Jovanoska, Miss Pattie and Adam have
enjoyed the online meets; it has been great to listen to
their thoughts and ideas on maths and literacy
activities. Parents and carers we are happy to chat with
you when we are chatting with your children and it is
always nice to see you.

Year 5 News
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Year 6 News
In Social and Emotional lessons, year 6 have been
learning about self talk and how positive thinking
can help us to overcome challenges, and make our
brain grow stronger.
In writing, year 6 have been able to choose a topic of
their choice to write an information text about. Some
of our topics include tsunamis, the ocean, and global
warming.
To get started, we created key words and questions
to use when researching our topic. A good information
text includes facts, figures and quotes. Here are some
of the facts and figures we have found about our
topics.

We have also looked at the ways we can look after
ourselves on the inside and out such as meditating,
writing down thoughts, being with friends,
exercising, brushing our teeth, sleeping well and
eating well.

•

Another name for a Tsunami is a Killer Wave

•

Tuna can swim at speeds of up to 70 kph (43
mph)

•

Climate change is caused by humans burning
coal, making carbon gas that heats the
atmosphere.

LSUAW
We are so excited to have everyone
back! I am so impressed how everyone
has transitioned back into school life.
We are straight back into work. During
maths we are exploring 2d and 3d
shapes which is always fun to
investigate. We have also introduced a
new inquiry unit which is celebrations
and I am definitely celebrating being
back with my school family. During
literacy we are exploring figurative language and I am impressed at how the
students descriptive language is
evolving.
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Birthday Announcements
All of us at Duffy Primary would like
to wish you all a Happy Birthday

Jacob A

Thomas W

Phoebe C

Sarah R

Eden L

Alana R

Bronte B
Aaron C
Brad M
Maxwell H
Maryam H
Daniel G
Nina H

Sean B
Aidan C
Elsie P
Georgia W
Colin F
David D

Birthday Recipe Idea

Marshmallows dipped in chocolate

Ingredients
•

50g white chocolate

•

50g milk chocolate

•

Selection of cake sprinkles

•

1 bag marshmallows (about 200g)

•

1 pack lollipops sticks

Method


Heat the chocolate in separate bowls over simmering water or on a low setting in the
microwave. Allow to cool a little.



Put your chosen sprinkles on separate plates. Push a cake pop or lolly stick into a
marshmallow about half way in. Dip into the white or milk chocolate, allow the excess to drip
off then dip into the sprinkles of your choice. Put into a tall glass to set. Repeat with each
marshmallow.
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