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Up and Coming Events
Term 2
Week 7
Monday 31 May
 Reconciliation Day Public Holiday
Tuesday 1 June
‘Safe Online Together’ Yr 5—6 workshop for
parents/carers and their children
6—8pm
Wednesday 2 June
 SW Cross Country
Week 8
Wednesday 9 June
 Christian Education in Schools
Friday 11 June
 3KR Assembly 9:15am
Week 9
Monday 14 June
 Queens’s Birthday Public Holiday
Wednesday 16 June
 ACT Cross Country

Permission/Medical Notes to be
returned
SW Cross Country

Recent Parent Communication
Email Thur 20 May—Yr 5 & 6 Safe Online
Together family workshop

Principal - Cindie Deeker
Deputy Principal - Dave Corcoran
Executive - Sarah Moore
Years 3—6
- Casey Langler
Years P—2
Business Manager - Alice Lollback
Phone: (02) 6142 2513
Email: info@duffyps.act.edu.au

Email Fri 21 May—Re-Ordering Yr6 Hooded
Jumpers

Admin: Linda, Bec & Hannah

Note Mon 24 May—Yr 6 Hooded Jumpers

Email: admin@duffyps.act.edu.au

Phone: (02) 6142 2510
Board Chair - Christine Page Jeffery

Important Information
School Assembly : Due to COVID, only
Parents/Carers of students hosting the
assembly will be invited.
Change of Details : If your contact details
have changed, please notify the front office.
Uniform Shop order online
www.Flexischools.com.au

P&C President - Cath Collins

Did you know? You can find
notes on our website
Click on the link below to find
a school note
http://
www.duffyps.act.edu.au/
our_community/notes

We have been fortunate enough to
be provided with the opportunity to
host Ronnie Jordan, an Indigenous
Artist and the Feros Care team for an
incursion on Wednesday 26 May,
which is National Sorry Day. Students
participated in an art session making
animals and weaving.
You can see more photos on our
facebook page.
https://www.facebook.com/pages/
category/Education/Duffy-PrimarySchool-342374405859620/
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Principal’s Message
Dear Parents and Carers,

Congratulations Rostrum Speakers
Today our Rostrum school finalists presented their speeches
to their 3-6 peers. Their speeches were fantastic and made
for a very, very hard adjudicating task! Congratulations to
our winner Sammi and runner up Alex. Best of luck Sammi at
the regional final. Thank you to the families that came along
to support their children in the school final.

Athletics Carnival
Thank you to the staff for their organisation of the junior and
senior athletics activities. It was great to see our school
values reflected throughout the day. A very big thank you
our senior carnival coordinator Mr Currie and the support of
the Weston Creek Little Athletics for their support with
loaning all equipment for the day. Thank you to all of the
parents that came along to help out and support their
children and our school!

2021 Enrolments
A very big thank you to the families that communicate with
and about our school in such a positive manner. This often
comes as feedback from families that are enrolling at our
school. Enrolments for the 2022 school year are open for all
applications received by 5pm Friday 4 June, families will
receive an offer from Monday 26 July. Applications made
after 5 June will receive their offers later in the year. More
information and the online enrolment form are available at
https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/
enrolling-in-a-public-school.

School Reports
We’ll also be distributing the Semester 1 Academic Reports
directly from Sentral to your email address. If you’ve
recently changed email address please notify the front office
and we’ll update your details. Alternatively, if you would like
a printed copy please let the front office know and we’ll
arrange a printed report for you.
The Semester 1 Academic Reports are due to be sent out
Friday 11 June so keep an eye on your email inbox.
We are required to report against the Australian Curriculum
achievement standards and these paragraphs have been
broken down into easy to read sentences for readers of the
reports. Teachers have assessed students against these
sentences and these are the sentences you’ll read on the
report. They provide much more detail than the subheadings
on our previous reports.

Parent Teacher Interviews
We look forward to meeting with families to celebrate the
learning progress all students have made at Duffy Primary
School. Parent teacher interviews will be held 15 –18 June. An
email will been sent out shortly with details about how to
book an interview time with your child’s teacher.
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Before and After School Supervision
A reminder before school supervision begins at 8.30am.
There should be no students on school grounds before this
time unless they are enrolled in the Before school care
program.

•
•

Before school
• When children arrive they are to go straight to the black
top and sit under the shade sail until a teacher comes
out for playground duty.

As a school we work collaboratively to ensure all students
participate respectively and actively in their learning.

After school

• work positively in partnership with the school
• contribute positively to behaviour, academic and other

•

If children are waiting to be picked up at the front of
the school:
- children will sit on the rocks and wait to be picked
up
- if children are not picked up by 3.15pm when staff
finish either blacktop duty or car park duty
students will be asked to sit in the front office area

• if families are running late students will be asked to
wait at the front office.
A reminder Out of School Hours Care use our playground
facilities and for supervisory guidelines for their program it
is important we do not have children on the play
equipment and Preschool outdoor play area after school.

We ask all community members to:

personalised support plans that relate to their child to
enhance learning outcomes

• support the well-being and conduct of their child/ren
• support staff in maintaining a safe, secure and respectful
learning environment for all students

• respect and comply with reasonable requests or
directions of the principal or other members of staff

Have a great week,
Cindie, Dave, Shelley, Casey and Sarah

Parent Communication
A reminder regarding our school values: respect,
responsible and inclusive. Our expectation is that all
community members display these values when on school
premises or when communicating with each other.

Indigenous Artist
Ronnie Jordan. Our
students and staff got
to participate in
traditional doll making
and weaving
workshops.
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Update from Duffy P&C:
The last Duffy Primary School Parents and Citizens meeting was held on 4 May 2021, and included a brainstorm of fundraising ideas
and event for the year. The minutes are available here.
Thank you to those who responded to the parent survey on the ACT Legislative Assembly Inquiry into the Management of School
Infrastructure. The Duffy P&C submission is publicly available here.
New meeting
We invite you to join us at our next meeting on Tuesday 8 June 2021, at 7pm in the school staff room.
There will be an update from the Principal, and further discussion on the fundraising and community engagement ideas for the rest
of the year. If you have additional topics for discussion please email secretary@duffypandc.org.au.
For further updates, please join the Duffy P&C mailing list or Facebook page. More information is available at duffypandc.org.au.

PBL Update

Duffy Primary students have earned
27280 spirit points this year. We are

Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)

aiming to reach 40000 spirit points by

is an educational process that brings

the end of term two. If we reach our

together

the

target, students will receive a whole

community.

Through

whole-school
consistent

language and expectations, we are
continuing to develop a positive, safe
and supportive learning culture.
Duffy Primary has PBL expectations
for all areas of the school. The
students are explicitly taught the
expectations and are rewarded with
spirit points for showing respectful,
responsible and inclusive behaviour.
When students reach 60 spirit points,
they receive a Bronze Award. Silver
and Gold Awards are awarded for 120
and 180 spirit points.
We have a PBL fortnightly focus which
reinforces the importance of the
expectations. The focus is selected
from data that is collected from
positive

and

negative

incidents

recorded by staff. This helps the
school track behavioural patterns and
guides

us

to

put

preventative

measures in place to avoid negative
behaviours.
This current PBL focus of the fortnight
is ‘We are responsible by keeping our
hands and feet to ourself’

school PBL reward.

FRIDAY 28 MAY ASSEMBLY

Hrvey H LSUA PA

Florence M KKW

Valentino A KKW

Avie L KRP

Zoey K KRP

Roshaan T KRP

Damien C KRW

Patricia M KRW

Gleb K KRW

Mia L 1SF

Eva H 1SF

Tyson M 1CR

Elsie P 1CR

Elli S 1DL

Audrey B 1DL

Evan M 1DL

Raqib F 2RT

Lily E 2RT

Duane S 2JS

Jessie T 2JS

Fergus S 2CN

Lucy H 2CN

Eliza R 3KR

Luke U 3KR

Ariez A 3LH

Georgie E 3LH

Archer L 3NH

Eleazar A 3NH

Eddie D 4BS

Laura B 4BS

Cailin R 4GK

Eve J 4GK

Phi N 4zG

Sarah A 4ZG

Yusuf Y 5HJ

Milica A 5HJ

Khalif S 5SZ

Sofia M 5SZ

Drew P 6TS

Archie B 6TS

Alisi R 6SM

Annabelle M 6SM

Jimin K 6SM

Phoenix P KRP

Lennox Mc KRP

Lexi W KRW

Dale S KRW

Alice Mc KRW

Hashir K KRW

Roshaan T KRP

Isaac G KRP

Connor B KRP

Aisha V 1CR

Elsie P 1CR

Arfan A 1CR

Evie K 1CR

Hugo D 1CR

Carter S 1SF

Zion O 1SF

Eva H 1SF

Lucy H 2CN

Ariez A 3LH

Yaksh P 3LH

Hannah A 4BS

Laura B 4BS

Logan B 4BS

Skye H 4BS

Astrid W 5SZ

Sofia M 5SZ

Santi R 5SZ

Tobie H 5HJ

Claire G 5HJ

Milica A 5HJ

Gryffin Mc 5HJ

Stania S 6TS

Ruby T 6TS

Drew P 6TS

Jim M 6TS

Oliver G 6TS

Will G 6TS

Georgie B 6TS

Harvey B 4BS

Eliza C 3NH

Soren W 2JS

Elsa B 2JS
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Preschool

Autumn is nearly over but at preschool we have enjoyed
learning about this season of many hues. We have been
using our senses to notice changes around us such as the
colour of the trees, listening to the sounds in nature and
picking leaves on our community walks outside the
preschool. The children have been using natural resources
in and around preschool to create leaf journals, leaf
rubbing, collages, sewing garlands and making a nature
house using these loose parts.
Apart from exploring the surrounds our pre-schoolers have
been busy bees planting autumn veggies, geraniums

and earning about sustainable ways of living and caring
for our environment.
We also participated in National Simultaneous Story (NSS)
time which aims to promote the value of reading and
literacy using an Australian children’s book. The book
chosen for this year’s NSS was ‘Give Me Some Space’ by
Philip Bunting read by Dr Shannon Walker from the
International Space Station. It did inspire our children to
become astronauts one day, generating curiosity and
wonder about space.
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Kindergarten
Have you ever wanted to go to space? Kindy did last week.
We heard a story being read from the International Space Station by a real astronaut.
Last week Kindy participated in National Simultaneous Storytime. We discussed how
we were reading the same book, at the same time with other students throughout
Australia. Every year a picture book, written and illustrated by an Australian author
and illustrator. Together we read the story “Give me some space”.

In Kindy we love reading books. We love sounding out words or reading our own story using the pictures.
Why not come and spend some time reading with us in the classroom? We are excited to have parent volunteers and current
restrictions allow us to have 3 volunteers at a time. To volunteer, sign up via our Google site. Then if you cannot make one
week, simply delete your name and add it again when you are available. Happy reading!

Year 1

In the last week Year One have enjoyed a number of
learning experiences. Last week we enjoyed our
Athletics Carnival at school. We have participated in
activities including frisbee golf , hurdles, running
races, shot put and we also completed an obstacle
course. Our learning during investigations has also
continued with some students eagerly participating in
two types of knitting. This includes finger knitting and
French knitting. Students have persisted in creating
things such as bracelets, necklaces and scarves.
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Year 2
Year 2 went to the Australian National Zoo and Aquarium on Friday Week 5. We had a lovely time and got to feed and touch
some of the animals. We used our mapping skills to guide us around the zoo. We observed the animal’s habitats and discussed
their lifecycles. Some of our favourites were the tigers, sea animals, penguins and meerkats.

Year 3
For Inquiry this term, students have been
investigating local and national celebrations and
commemorations.
They have been learning how to:
* identify the importance of these events for
different groups
* compare the differences between celebrations
and commemorations
* recognise the symbols associated with
different events
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Science
There has been lots going on in Science throughout the school.
•

Year 1 have been exploring habitats of minibeasts. This week we created a worm farm in
the Enviro Centre.

•

Year 2 have been exploring forces. We had a tournament of materials to see which one
would have the least amount of friction when sliding down a ramp .

•

Year 4 students have been exploring the soils around the school and creating soil solutions
to compare the compositions of dirt form place to place.

•

Year 6 have been exploring electrical circuits. We measured the voltage that we could
produce by using different metals and placing them in fruit, potatoes, coke and vinegar.

The Duffy Newsletter
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LSUA PA
What a busy couple of weeks we have
had! In amongst excursions and
incursions with our buddy classes we
have been learning about the parts of
the bodies and our bones. We are now
exploring how exercise makes us feel
and why it is important.

This is based around the book Have
You Filled a Bucket Today?: A Guide to
Daily Happiness for Kids by Carol
McCloud. We are learning about how
the small things we can do for others
can also help us feel better about
ourselves.

During our circle times we have been
talking about being a “bucket filler”.

During maths we are exploring
turn-around-facts and how they help

Year 4

us solve addition and subtraction
problems. During writing we are
building stamina to write sentences
with punctuation.
We continue to use art to help calm
and refocus after our lunch breaks; our
skills and confidence are also
increasing. Here are our bears inspired
by “We’re going on a bear hunt”.

Rostrum

This is the first year our year 4 cohort have been able to participate in Rostrum. Rostrum is a speaking competition where students
are given a range of topics to choose from. The goal is to create a persuasive, informative or entertaining speech that goes for
approximately 3 minutes. Some of the topics our students chose were, assistance animals, cars or the future, going to mars and I
took a big risk. All students showed dedication towards creating and presenting their speech. Our year 4 finalists were;
4GK: Cailin R, Sammi C, Lilah E
4BS: Barney M, Adele M, Lily L
4ZG: Kleio S, Zoe S, Jasper B

Year 4 representatives for Duffy
Finals

Angles
We have been exploring angles and comparing them to a right angles. We
have learned how to measure these angles with a protractor. We used
masking tape to create shapes on our desks. We then worked
collaboratively to measure the angles within these shapes.
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Year 5
In Science, students are completing a series of
workshops about Space.
Mr. Heap from the Academy of Future Skills
brought in Hololenses that allowed students
to view our Solar System through augmented
reality. We were able to view the planets and
find out more information about them.
Students will apply this knowledge to create
creatures that could survive on each planet by
adapting to their conditions. Once they have
designed their animal they will print them
using a 3D printer.

Year 5 have begun their unit of
Mathematics
on
Money
and
Finances. Students began with a
brainstorm about what they know
already about money. As we move
further into the unit we will be
focusing on budgeting and how to
plan financially. This is an idea of how
much our Year 5’s already know!

Congratulations to our Year 5
Rostrum representatives who
will be speaking in front of the
whole
Senior
School
on
Thursday 27th of May. Milica A
and Indi H will be trying to
convince a set of judges that
their speech is worthy of a place
in
the
next
round
of
competition! Good luck girls!

Year 6
Year 6 have been exploring angles and 3D
shapes. They can identify different types of
angles and solve problems that require them to
find the value of unknown angles. Year 6 have
constructed various pyramids and prisms and
are using this knowledge to create a model of a
school.

Year 6 had an opportunity to create artworks
inspired by Jackson Pollock’s famous “Blue poles”,
which is an abstract expressionist style of art.
They used paint and different techniques to create
texture in the art work.
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LSUA VS
This term we have been creating different types of puppets during technology. This week we created our own sock puppets
which turned out beautifully. They are all a little different, we even have an evil flying dragon that has a moustache. The puppets
were a way of investigating different materials and there properties. We will now use them to make our own puppets shows.
Next newsletter will feature the theatre they will be performed in.

Community Calendar –Term 2 2021

Week

Monday
24

Week 6
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Tuesday
25

Yr 5 Combined Band
at Chapman

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

26

27

28

K—6 Reconciliation
Incursion Activity

2022 Enrolments
Preschool Tour

3KR Assembly

May

Week 7

Reconciliation
Day Focus

31
Reconciliation Day
Holiday

May/June

1

2

3

4

10

11

Safe Online Together’ SW Cross Country
Yr 5—6 workshop for
parents/carers and
their children
6—8pm

7

8

9
Christian Ed

KRP Assembly

Week 8
June

14

15
Queens Birthday

Week 9

16

17

18

24

25

ACT Cross Country

Holiday

June

21

22

23

4ZG Assembly
Week 10
June

NAIDOC
Week focus

Last Day of T2
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