
The Duffy Times 

Our School Values 

Term 1 Week 10 Thursday  9 April 2020 Duffy Primary School  
47 Burrinjuck Cresent 

DUFFY ACT 2611 
Tel: (02) 6142 2510 

Website: www.duffyps.act.edu.au 

Duffy Primary School Banking Details 

BSB: 032 777    Account: 001228 

Principal  -  Cindie Deeker 

Deputy Principal  - Dave Corcoran 

Executive - Shelley Penyu  

                   - Casey Langler 

Business Manager  - Alice Lollback   

 Phone: (02) 6142 2513  

Email: info@duffyps.act.edu.au 

Admin: Linda and Bec 

 Phone: (02) 6142 2510 

Email: admin@duffyps.act.edu.au  

Board Chair - Denis Mungoven 

P&C President - Cath Collins   

Vice President - Simon Howard 

Prime Minister 

Andrew Griffiths 

Deputy Prime Minister 

Kate Lussick 

Speaker 

Brianna Howard 

Principal Message 

Special Addition 

Thank you for your continued      

support during our pupil free days 

and our online learning. ACT Public 

Schools will move to remote       

learning in Term 2.  We know that 

most of our students will  undertake 

their learning from home. For       

children who cannot stay home   

during term 2,  supervision will be            

provided at a small number of 

school sites. 

Families who require safe and              

supervised care for their children at 

the start of term 2 should register 

their  interest by completing a form 

that will be emailed to them by their 

school. Please return this by Friday 

17 April 2020. In the future, if your  

circumstances change, the              

registration form will still be      

available for you to complete. If you 

need your child to attend a school 

site and have not  completed the 

form, they will not be turned away. 

What does this mean for        
students? 

• Students will remain connected 
with their existing classmates and 
their teacher. 

• There will be a flexible routine they 
will be asked to participate in 
across the school week.  

• A small number of activities 
across the week might be face to 
face with their teacher and     
classmates via video conferencing. 
Some work might require small 
group collaboration, whilst other 
work will be individual and        
self-paced with the student      
completing it when time allows 
across the week. Some might be 
online, whilst other tasks will   
require offline activities. 

• Learning will be flexible to work 
in with individual family                      
circumstances. 

• Vulnerable students will be supported to transition to the 
most appropriate  arrangement for them. This could          
include, for example, learning support units  delivering 
differentiated supports to vulnerable students learning 
from home. 

http://www.duffyps.act.edu.au
mailto:admin@duffyps.act.edu.au
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It’s important for everyone to be able to understand the most up to date information and 
advice relating to COVID-19. If you have a friend, family,  neighbour or someone you know 
that doesn’t speak English as their first  language, let them know there are translated    
resources available on COVID-19 at   https://www.health.gov.au/resources/translated  

If they require translating or interpreting services, they can call the national Translating 
and Interpreting Service on 131 450. 

Comic 

By Susy Cirina 

What does this mean for parents? 

• Families should continue to focus on the 
wellbeing of their children. 

• Parents are not expected to be teachers. 

• Parents can assist by ensuring that          
students are balancing exercise, good 
health and learning. 

• Don’t feel guilty. We are all doing the best 
we can in these difficult circumstances. 

What does this mean for teachers? 

• Teachers will continue to do what they are 
good at; delivering quality teaching and 
learning for their students. 

• Delivering this into homes will be different 
to the normally highly structured routines of 
a school. A normal school timetable will not 
work at home. 

• This will see teachers working far more    
flexibly. For example, they might be             
recording content and posting it online for 
students to access at times that suits them, 
providing feedback on student work          
submitted online, checking in on how        
students are going and offering assistance as 
required to those who need additional      
supports. 

• There will be some face to face supports for 
students, but most support will be delivered 
flexibly to individuals and small groups. 

• We will also see teachers working together 
in different ways to meet the learning needs 
of students. For example, some teachers 
might take on the recording and publishing 
of online content, whilst others focus on 
feedback to students including wellbeing 
and small group check ins. 

Stay happy, stay healthy and stay safe, 

Cindie, Dave, Shelley and Casey 

BASE Reports for Kindergarten Students 

‘BASE Reports’ (previously known as PIPS reports) were due to be issued this week, however due to the global 
issues caused by COVID-19, the Directorate has yet to receive the dataset needed in order to produce these 
reports. As soon as it is received, the Directorate will endeavour to quality assure the data and provide      
feedback to schools for distribution. 

https://www.health.gov.au/resources/translated
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Preschool News From 

Home 

Online learning fun! 

Ferzana, Miss Gill, Lulu, Heidi and Miss Kellie 

have LOVED seeing all the fun that has been 

happening through our Preschoolers home 

learning. Thank-you for brightening our days 

by sending through photos and videos of what 

has been  happening! We thought we would 

share the love here. 

Easter Hunt 

Can you find 10 eggs hiding on this page? 
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Kindergarten Learning From Home 

We have been having a lot of fun teaching from 

home and  seeing all your awesome work that you 

have been doing with your families. We hear the 

parents have also been learning lots as well. We are 

working on new types of learning that we will be 

ready to send out to you when Term 2 starts. Here 

are some pictures of learning that has been going on 

in homes.  

Please keep sending photos of all your learning as 

we love to see it. 
 

All of the Kindy teachers and 

Taylah hope that you have a 

wonderful holiday and break 

from learning and get ready 

for a whole new term full of 

different exciting                   

opportunities.  
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Year One’s Fabulous Home Learning! 

Year One has continued to be fantastic learners from home! We 

showed off our cooking skills during investigations this week, 

cooking our own delicious pancakes and topping them with our 

favourite treats! In Writers Workshop we have been exploring 

the book ‘Mutt Dog’. Our amazing Year Ones created their own 

Mutt Dog artworks using materials they found at home. It is safe 

to say there were some very creative ideas and the Year One 

teachers loved receiving pictures of everyone's creations! In 

Mathematics we have been looking at ‘part part whole’ to help 

with our addition. This led to lots of creative ideas like our 

‘Muffin Maths’ picture below! We had our first Google Meet with 

our lovely Year Ones which was a success and we can’t wait for 

more so we can keep hearing about everyone’s fantastic learning!  

Year Two’s  

Home Learning! 
Year 2 students and teachers are 

learning new skills through our 

home leaning! As always we 

LOVE seeing photos of what you 

are  doing! Email any photos to 

your teacher.  

Check out some of the amazing 

things students have been up 

to… 

Did you 

know that 

flamingos 

are born 

grey? We 

didn’t 

Creating number lines 
around the house! 

Going for  nature walks & 

making collages! 

Lots of cooking & 
making healthy 
snacks! 

Learning about the 
life stages of animals! 
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LSUA -HUON PINE 

These last couple of weeks have been HUGE 

change to say the least but the Griffin Huon Unit 

has adapted tremendously. We hope you enjoy the 

upcoming break and here are a few pictures of our 

learning. 

LSUA - Waddi  

I am very proud of how my students  

and parents are adjusting to online/

at home learning. Everyone is     

having a go at set tasks and doing 

some extras, such as Naveen sport 

session (picture to the right).  

The picture to the left is  Naveen 

reading aloud to me, which is       

always good to hear.  

I hope everyone stays safe over the 

holidays. Enjoy the break and I’m 

sure we will all be ready to get back 

into work next term. 

Indoor Games &          

Activities 

To Get Children Moving 

• Go on an Alphabet Scavenger Hunt  - Make a 

poster with the alphabet and have your child 

search for items that begin with each letter 

• Play Hopscotch in a hallway  - Use any paper 

you have on hand (or cardboard) to cut out 

shapes. Use double sided tape to place the 

shapes on the floor to begin your game of     

hopscotch. 

• Go on an Animal Safari - Draw or print          

different animal shapes and have your child  

colour then in. hide them around the house for 

your child to find. 

• Dance  Your Heat Out - Have a group video call 
with friends and do a virtual dance party. Use 
tolls like Skype or Zoom. 
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Year Four Online and Home Learning 

The year 4 students have 

jumped into the deep end 

with their learning from 

home. Students have shown 

fantastic enthusiasm and are 

getting well adjusted to the 

change in learning over the 

last couple of weeks.  

Ms Green and Miss Moore have loved 

seeing pictures of their students’ 

learning and how they have taken 

time to set up learning spaces at 

home. Most of the learning year 4  

students are doing is online. However, 

students are also creating posters, 

reading and completing maths      

challenges around their houses. The 

teachers are really enjoying seeing 

their students daily on Google Meet 

and getting to see the occasional pet, 

sibling or parent/carer pop in to say 

hi.  

We want to give a big shout out 

to all of the families for working 

with us to ensure our students 

can continue learning! It has 

been a big effort from everyone! 

We hope you all have a restful, 

safe and healthy break and we 

look forward to seeing everyone 

next term!  

Year Three Online Learning 
The Year 3 Team would like to recognise our  students 

and parents for their amazing efforts at making this 

online transition as smooth and  seamless as possible. 

Have a relaxing break and we look forward to seeing you 

at the start of  Term 2 for another amazing journey of   

learning.  Mrs Morrell, Mr Nairn, Mrs Russell and Mrs 

Nicholls.  

Look at what we’ve been doing in our                   
Google Classrooms 

In Art students were 

asked to create a     

Crazy Hair Drawing 

after  learning about 

how to use different 

types of lines.  

In Readers Workshop   students 

were asked to  visualise what 

they saw in each step of the 

NOGARD activity. 
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Year Six Online Learning 
The year 6 students have jumped from zero 

to one hundred super quick with their     

learning from home. Students have shown a 

great commitment to their learning as we  

enter this new world of teaching and       

learning. 

Mr Sloman and Miss Kearins have been 

amazed with all the action that is taking 

place  all over our students learning spaces. 

We have seen some outdoor study desks as 

well as some very creative use of space in 

bedrooms to make sure they can continue 

with their learning  

Nearly all of the learning year 6 students are 

doing is online. Mr Sloman and Miss Kearins 

are really enjoying the Google Meets where 

they can see all of their (mostly) smiling     

faces. We are even getting to see the odd   

sibling, carer, mum, dad,  carer or even pets 

in the Google Meet. 

Last, but definitely not least important is a 

massive thank you from Mr Sloman and Miss 

Kearins to all the parents, grandparents and 

carers  who are working with the students at 

home. We know it’s a big change and really  

appreciate all the effort that you are putting in 

to make sure you child’s learning isn’t too     

disturbed.  

We look forward to seeing everyone next term!  

Year Five Online  

Learning 
Students and families, thank you 

for your patience and support as 

we have transferred our learning 

to being  home-based. It has        

required us all to be flexible and 

learn how to learn  differently. 

Your feedback and  question has 

helped us shape the way we       

provide content and understand 

the difficulties and successes you 

are having. 

We miss the face-to-face in 

class, but are really enjoying our 

daily  check-ins online. 

Not all our learning activities 

have been online, students were            

encouraged to go outside and 

find examples of maths in      

nature, their observations      

included:  

• the way living things change 
throughout the year 

• the number of hairs on a    
stinging nettle 

• how long it takes for a mosquito 
to suck blood from a human 

• how many seeds a plant makes 
compared to how many trees 
actually grow 

• the different colours of autumn 
leaves and how they change 

• the way that water flows 

• patterns and shapes of leaves 

• the shape of snail shells 

Students have a completed a 

range of learning activities that 

they have been sharing with us. 

We look forward to seeing what 

they do next term. 
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Sports news 
Year 6 students have been practicing          

specialised movements for gymnastics and 

parkour. 

Year 5 have been practicing their ball  control 

using their feet and even some soccer          

juggling. 

Year 2 have been playing games using their 
overarm throwing. 

Year 1 have been chest passing and catching 
with a medium sized ball. 

Kindergarten have been practicing their           
locomotor movements, run, jump, hop and      
gallop. 

Years 3 and 4 have been designing and      

playing their own home-made target games. 

These games are based on other target sports 

and games like darts, bocce, ten-pin bowling 

and golf. The students have thought about the 

equipment, the rules and the  scoring systems 

and then  playing the game while at home   

either with family or on their own. 

Enjoy your holidays and remember to keep 

moving. 

Chris Currie 

Physical Education Teacher 
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Easter Treat Ideas 

Ingredients 

• 1/2 cup unsalted butter (softened) 

• 1 cup caster sugar 

• 3 eggs 

• 1 tsp vanilla extract 

• 1 1/2 cups plain flour 

• 1 tsp baking powder 

• 3/4 cup milk 

1. Preheat oven to 180°C (160°C fan-forced). Place cupcake papers 
in two 12-hole cupcake trays. 

Method 

2. In an electric mixer, beat butter for 2 minutes until pale in     
 colour and creamy. Add sugar one third at a time, beating well 
 between each addition. Add the eggs one at a time, beating for 
 about a minute between each addition. Add the vanilla              
 essence and beat until combined. 

3. Sift flour and baking powder and add half to butter mixture 
 with half the milk, mix until well combined. Repeat with 
 remaining flour and milk.  

4. Fill cupcake papers so that they are three-quarters full.  Bake 
 cupcakes for about 15 minutes or until a skewer inserted into 
 the middle of a cupcake comes out clean.  Transfer to wire 
 racks and allow to cool completely.  

5. Icing: Cream butter until pale and smooth. Add the milk 
 and half the sifted icing sugar. Beat until well combined. 
 Add the remaining icing sugar and beat until mixture is  
 light and fluffy.  

6. Spread icing thickly across the cupcake and sprinkle generously 
 with coconut. 

7. Cut a marshmallow in half and stretch slightly and press into the      
 Icing to create bunny ears.  

8. Place two M&M's Mini into the icing to create eyes and one  
 Allen's Kool Fruit to create the nose.  

Ingredients 

• 125 g butter 
(diced,softened) 

• 3/4 cup CSR Caster Sugar 

• 2 extra large eggs 

• 1 tsp vanilla extract 

• 1 1/2 cups self-raising 
flour 

• 1/2 cup plain flour 

• 3/4 cup milk 

To Decorate 
 

• 150 g unsalted butter 
(softened) 

• 250 g CSR Buttercream 
Icing Mix Vanilla 

• 3 tsp water 

• 3 drops yellow food   
colouring (liquid) 

• white chocolate buttons 

• edible eye lollies 

• sprinkles 

1. Pre-heat oven to 170°C fan forced. Line a muffin pan with paper patty cases.  

Method 

2. Place butter and sugar into the bowl of an electric mixer, beating until pale and creamy. Add eggs one at a time, mixing 
 well between each addition. Mix in vanilla. 

3. Fold in flours and milk alternately until combined and mixture is smooth. Spoon mixture between patty cases and bake    
 for 20-22 minutes until just golden and top springs back when pressed. Remove to a cooling rack to cool completely.  

4. For buttercream, place butter in a bowl and using electric beaters, mix until smooth. Add icing mix, water and food 
 colouring mixing well. Transfer to a piping bag with a small star nozzle. Pipe small swirls on the top of cupcake and 
 decorate to resemble a chicken.  
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