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Recent Parent Communication
Email : Mon 25 Oct—Kindergarten—Personal
safety for parents booklet
Email: Tue 26 Oct—Years P to 5—Student
Placements for 2022
Email: Wed 27 Oct—All Years—Parent & Carer
Primary School Update Health Guidelines

Dear Parents and Carers,

Up and Coming Events

Term 4
Week 5
Monday 1 November
Commencing
 Years 3, 4 and 5
Thursday 4 Friday 5 November
 Kindy Health checks

Principal’s Message

Thank you
Thank you to everyone within our community for being considerate of others and being
responsible regarding following the advice in keeping everyone safe. We will keep you
informed of any changes to the easing of restrictions and what they will mean for our
school.
A few reminders:


Remember to check in CBR App



Face masks are to be worn at all times



The internal corridors of the school are now for students and staff only.



The front office can be accessed via the front door for essential business
however the foyer is only large enough for 3 adults to be queuing at once.

Shade Structure
Our School Board and P&C have been working very closely with the Educational
Directorate regarding an all weather shade structure over our basketball court. This
week we have signed off for the fully funded construction of this to start over the
school holidays. The aim is for it to be ready for day 1 term 1 2022!

Satisfaction Survey & Learning Journey
Please take the opportunity to have your say by completing the 2021 School Satisfaction
& Climate Survey. Your responses will our to identify what it does well and how it can
improve.
If you have a child in an ACT public school and would like to participate but have not
received an email link, click on this link: http://ow.ly/6Rwj50GyX3J
Visit our website for more information: http://ow.ly/G3CG50GyX2X

Principal - Cindie Deeker
Deputy Principal - Dave Corcoran
Executive - Shelley Penyu
Years 3—6
- Casey Langler
Years P—2
Business Manager - Alice Lollback
Phone: (02) 6142 2513
Email: info@duffyps.act.edu.au
Admin: Linda & Hannah
Phone: (02) 6142 2510
Email: admin@duffyps.act.edu.au
Board Chair—Catherine Page Jeffery
P&C President - Claire Dyer

Email: duffypandc@gmail.com

Did you know? You can find notes
on our website
Click on the link below to find a
school note

http://www.duffyps.act.edu.au/
our_community/notes

Important Information
Check In: If you leave your car and are on
Duffy School grounds, you must check-in
via the QR Codes
Change of Details : If your contact details
have changed, please notify the front
office.
Uniform Shop order online
www.Flexischools.com.au

Term 4 Week 4 Friday 29 October 2021

Staffing Update
A special announcement: congratulations to Mr David
Corcoran in winning the Deputy Principal position at Red Hill
Primary School. Dave will transfer over to Red Hill Primary
School at the start of 2022. We will be working with the
Education Directorate regarding the recruitment process for
our Deputy position in the coming weeks. We wish Dave every
success in the next phase of his professional journey, but he
will be still working full steam ahead within our community
until the end of the year.

Return of Devices
Many families were loaned school Chromebooks (& chargers)
and portable internet modems during remote learning. Please
ensure these are returned to school on your child’s first day
back to face to face schooling and we will register return of
these devices on our loan system.

Reporting in Semester 2
As students return to face-to-face learning over the next two
weeks, learning programs will continue to focus on the
learning needs of students. A range of assessment strategies
will continue to be used to determine students’ progress and
achievement.
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Student reports will be issued at the end of the semester,
however they make look a little different from previous school
years to reflect the remote learning period. Grades will be
issued in subjects where schools have determined it is suitable
to do so.
Teachers are trained to make judgements and determinations
on students’ progress and this is carried out against clear
benchmarks and guided by the Early Years Learning
Framework and Australian Curriculum. Our teachers know
their students well and are skilled in making judgments on
learning.
If you have any concerns about school reports or assessment,
please contact Dave Corcoran at school.

Duffy Shops Upgrade
We were very excited to hear the announcement regarding
the upgrade of the Duffy Shops. This will be a valued up grade
for this community space.
Have a great week,
Cindie, Dave, Shelley and Casey
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FRIDAY 29 October 2021

Sienna P 2RT

Lena P 2JS

Annabel S 2RT

Elsa B 2JS

Chloe R KRW

Eva H 1SF

Evie K 1CR

Jesse S 1DL

Jacob R 2CN

Sam M 2CN Olivia M 2JS

Lucy H 2CN

Matthias C 2CN

August V 2CN

Fergus S 2CN

Chaca W 2CN

Naps W 2JS

Sean C LSUA

Nayya W 6SM

James S 6SM
Annabelle B 6SM

Annabelle M 6SM
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Preschool
Yuma and welcome back to Term 4 of face-to-face learning!
This week we welcomed back our Pre-schoolers who walked in beaming with big smiles and
excitement. We were equally excited to have them back in class and listen to their home learning
adventures. It was nice to see them happy and settled into their pre-lockdown routines. We took the
opportunity of the bright sunny weather and visited the Enviro centre It was a very productive
experience where, the children did some weeding and picked fresh peas and the carrots we had
planted at the beginning of the year. The children tried the harvest for their afternoon tea and
relished the first fresh taste of our kitchen garden experience. The Preschool looks a happy place
again where children are engaged and interacting with their friends and teachers!
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Kindergarten
Kindergarten has been
buzzing with excitement
upon the return to the
classroom. We have
been incredibly busy
seeing
our
friends,
learning
our
new
routines and displaying our Duffy School values.
Each day we have had opportunities to investigate
inside and develop our inquiry skills of being a
collaborator, communicator, thinker, researcher
and self-manager—particularly in now being super
responsible for our own pencil cases. We have loved
learning outdoors including reading, counting,
Science, PE and so much more. During Maths we
have explored the meaning of addition and how to
add numbers together by counting on. We have
played games, made artworks and used nature to
demonstrate our new knowledge.
Why not ask us to share our favourite moment from
the week?
We wonder what we will learn about next week?

Year 1 have been learning
to write procedural texts.
We
read
the
book
'Wombat Stew' and wrote
our own recipe for a stew.
We went on a nature walk
to collect natural items for
our stew then wrote our
procedure.

Year 1
Check out our
amazing
writing
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Year 2

Year two have been making the
most of this beautiful weather
since returning to school. We
were excited to visit the enviro
centre and see how things have
changed and grown. Some of
our snapdragons, the potatoes
are growing leaves and the
carrots are coming along. We
were very excited to see the
chickens and even found 12
eggs in their hutch!

LSUA PA
LSUA PA is back at full capacity and we are loving it!! Our students have come back to
school settled and eager to learn. We have started looking at different celebrations
and events in inquiry and our new “Duffy Dollar” reward system is not only helping
the students engage with all our activities but reinforcing our learning about money
we did during online learning.

Our LSA’s were hard at work last week getting the classroom looking “back to
school” ready our students have enjoyed our two new inclusions to our
classroom, our Quiet space where students can go to chill and bury themselves
in pillows. Our Wow Work allows our students to show off their best quality
work.
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Year 3
Year 3, have been exploring
the mathematics concept of
measurement. They have
used rulers to measure
lengths and compare objects
using familiar metric units of
length and capacity.

Year 4
Poetry
We have been learning about different
types of poetry in writing this term. We
have learned how to use different poetic
devices such as imagery, onomatopoeia
and alliteration. Check out some of our
amazing work!

Kennings Poem By
Lilah
Ocean

Waves-in
Washes-out

Limerick By Emil
There once was a
man who liked
books.
He said, "See the
lovely sketchbooks!"

Creatures-homes

It was rather
several,

Shell-giver

But not quite never
ill

Wet-all-over
swimmer’s-galore!

He couldn't say no
to the book

Cinquain Poem by
Hannah

By Sarah R

Summer,
Lying in sun,
I’m at the beach
today,
I love swimming in
the sea, with dad.
Everlong.

HaSS
In HaSS, we have been considering locations
and services to keep a community safe,
supported and healthy. Students have
designed a birds-eye view of their own community.
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Year 5
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Digital Technologies:
Our students have begun their unit
of coding. Along with the help of Mr
Dan Heap, we have learned about
how to use code to send messages
and create designs using microbits.
Here are some examples!

HaSS:
During our unit of
Sustainability, students
have been learning about
the impact on our planet
caused by pollution and
waste. Our resourceful
students designed a
creation to help combat
the use of excess water
and limit water waste in
our communities! Here

Year 6
Welcome back to school! Year 6 are so excited
to be back on site for learning. We are also
excited to welcome Mr Currie to the year 6
teaching team who will be working closely
with us this term. Here are some smiling
smiles that are happy to be back. Some people
even have some new face coverings that
they’re using to try and hide their smiling faces

We played some fun drama games this
week, including Mirror Mirror.
Mr Currie taught us a new game
called Combat for PE.
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LSUA VS

Some students have been studying natural
disasters . This week the focus was on tsunami’s .
Yesterday we did an experiment on how much
damage a huge wave would do to a coastal area.
We have a few different scenarios and the house
with the pillar that went deep into the sand was
the most successful. The poor boat was pushed up
the shore and slammed into the house.

We have had a fabulous start
back to onsite l earning.
Everyone has been excited and
happy to be back, especially
the staff. Besides getting back
into routine, literacy and
maths we have been doing
art every afternoon. The boys
have produced some
wonderful art which is now
proudly displayed on our
walls.
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To align with the return of classroom learning in term 4, Transport Canberra will resume all dedicated school bus services from 25
October 2021 (week 4).
This includes ‘S’ trips that divert into school grounds in both the morning and afternoon.
More details and updated school timetables will be available online one week before this is implemented.
There will be some minor timing changes to services and as such, families will need to review the timetables when they are available.
In weeks 1-4, year 11 and 12 students will be able to travel to school using the current interim network.
They can plan their trips ahead of time using the Journey Planner at www.transport.act.gov.au.
Special Needs Transport continues to run for those families that need this service, and the light rail is continuing to run to the normal frequency.
ACTION will confirm with you when timetables are available on our website.
Regards
Transport Canberra
www.tccs.act.gov.au | www.transport.act.gov.au

Weston Creek Little Athletics
registrations are now open
for the 2021/22 season. The
season commences 9am on
Saturday the 30th of October
at Chapman oval. Please go
to the Weston Creek Little
Athletics website to register:
https://wclac.org.au/

